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LIFE SKE'TCLI OF JAMES CLINGER
1813-1884

James clinger was born February 3, 1813 in Bedford, Bedford county,

Pennsylvania to Henry Clinger and Ann Reader Ashcom'

James was baptized into the church of Jesus christ of Latter-day saints

by william smith. l4lilliarn was the brother of Joseph smith the Prophet'

He was baptized the the year 1844 which was the same year that the Prophet

Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum we1.e maltyred in the Cafthage jail'

James married tlarriet chapin on Decernbet 7, 1845 in Illinois' she

r.rras the daughter of Adolphus chapin and Katherine Billings' JAmes and

Harriet ,ware mobbed with the rest of the Saints in the Nauvoo area and

driven out of their homes. They moved west and settled in the state of

Iowa. Three of their children were born in Iowa: Martha Ann, James Henry

and Elmira Zallotta.

lljhile in lowa (Pottawattamie county) Janes assisted in making wagons

for the saints so that they could make the trip across the plains' Hrs

family suffered a great deal while he was doing this. Llowever, they were

1

prepared by the Lord and they alrays felt to rejoice'-

ThefollowingquotefromTheGa-lheringofZionbyWallaceStegner

adds insight to the situation in lowa'

"The Poor can live without

tlreluxuriesoflifeontheroadandinthevalleyaswellasinPotta-
*rr,r*i"." [n those instructions wes established the Pattern of hard

frueality that rvould mark ttre Mormon emigration for meny years

;;X;. Frugality had the double effect of perntitting. the. gather-

inq of more S-ainti per dollar, and of simultaneously testing ind try-

in! th.m and nraking them strong in the faith'



a

In the minds of the Twelve, the gathering of the Pottawattamie
saints took precedence over emigration from abroad. They had
hopes of doubl_ing the population of the valley every year, and of
using rhe augmenred manpower of each year to raise grain to sup_
port a doubled population rhe next. To thar end, they held back for
the time being the elders who might have been senr on missions

. ebroad, and dedicated thcm to the raising of crops. Later, the word
was, they would go out "by the rhousands." Until rhey did, the most
easily gathered, and the nrost capable of becorning immediately pro-
ductive frontier farnters, were the Mormons stranded on the former
Pottawattamie lands. But moving them did not nrrn out to be a
job for a season, as clearing Winter Quarters had been. Not only
was the P.E. Fund too small to help all who needed help, but rhere

was a considerable reluctence among the Mormons in lowa to up-
root themselves once again just when their squatter farms began

to produce. It took three more years before all of them who had

not drifted away from the Church could be rcmoved to Utah. In
addition to the 5oo{oo wagons of 1849, about 7oo went our in
r85o, at least 5oo in r85r, and r,1o&-r,4oo, carrying perhaps as

rnany es ro,ooo people, in r 852.f ls

James and Harriet clinger and family joined the T.c.D. Howell Company

and left Pottawattamie, Iowa June 7, 1852 on their journey to Utah' They

were members of the Third Ten captained by Wm. Whitehead. The Third'Ten

consisted of 88 sou1s, 14 wagons, 155 cattle, no horses, 84 sheep and 18

calves.2 There was sickness on the way and

.died and was buried on the side of a hill

thirteen months o1d.

T.C.D. Howell wrote the following wcdnesday evening 4 August 1852:

rrAccording to the request of the Presidency and particularly to accomplish

the desire of our hearts, we are now on oul. way to the Val1ey of the Mountains'

thereto we are come and the hand of the Lord has bedn over us for good'

We forward this epistle so that our brethern and acquaintances may see we are

on our way, hoping it will give comfort and consolation for there is a prospect

of our meeting again. We hope to have breadstuff to carry us through but

should it be otherwise we will let you know."3 James Clinger and family

on JuJ.y.5, 1852 Elmita Zallotta

near the Platte River. she was



arrived in Salt Lake City September 27' lB52'

AfterashortstayinSaitLakethefamilymovedtoWeberCounty.A

daughter,MaryJane,wasborninSouthWeber,|VitlianrCarlosandGeorge

Francis were born in ggrlcn. while in ugden James helped bui.ld l3ingham's

Fort'Thefollowingisa;clescriptionfromDaughtersofUtahPioneersLesson

for Apri1, 1987:

Inl8S5,thesettlersdecideditwasnecessarytobuildawall
ro. p.oi"-Ji;;'i;; th" r;;;;. inu no,rr"" *""" built of logs;

"^.h 
l;;;;;""i"irla, lr,"'iii.[ *itt, one notch. the next with two

notches and so on to the 
';; 

i;;' r-tiit *"t,aone so that when the

hou=es- r,"a to be -torn 
;;*,i they courd be rebuilt withouu

remeasuring and refittingl"Aii'ttr"tl. iaced the inside of the fort'

Later,whenChaunceyStonewasexcavatingforahome,he
found a rock foundation *hi.i[;h. settlers decided was the base

of the wall of Bingharn's i;."i; was located north of second

Street, west of Washingi" go"i""rd and' extended northwest

along 
'the- Harrisvill" ;;d' ;;;;;Jtil io the ward records' the

wau was 120 rods by 60 ;;;6i""t th-ick and 12 feet high' Built

of rocks and mud, it *"illlrlli"a ""a"r 
the direction of Mr'

Goodale'
There was a gate' or entrance' in the west side and had it

beencompletedthere*o'iJt'*"ebeenoneontheeast'In1855
of'S6,BrighamYoung;;J1h;egpleatthestronghold'He
advised them to ,b".,aori ii."a ul,,i a real city between the

ogaei"aJ-Weber t'1ut"' il;;";'llt' the work on the wall

.topp"a?'i*"ti"ftf'"p""pf"ilg':dintoOgden'Withinavear'
only a few familie, ."*Ji.rJa, and Thomas ltichardson of slater-

villewasputincharge';ithh;;ttn'n"ita''WilliamHutchins'
.l onn i_Ii ftl"i "f 

*i itr' Parry as leadin g teachers'

In 1g56 and 1g57, 
^iirui"-u"clied 

mln in the fort were called

intothemilitia,.,,,a"i.c""lralChaunceyW.West,toresist
Johnston's armv' In the iliiiii Jr.iess' 4i moved south except

a few who rrere left to *itrrlr giurd prope.rtv or destroy it in case

rhe army entered ui.toffi.l-I; tfi; irtt if teSA, the settlers

.ut,,*"j to their homes in the fort' f

Lifewasnoteasyinogden.Thefamilylosttheircropstograsshoppers.

Thisforcedthefamil'ytoliveonSegobulbsandwildgreens.WhenJames

wouldbring..inarabbitforfooditwas,.arealtleat.ConditionswereVery

trying and difficutt for James and his family in this northern' paftctifrthe
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Territory. As a result they only stayed for a short period of time and then

they moved south to Provo. They settled in an area that is now referred to as

Lake View. Their home was on property near where Geneva Steel Plant now

q

stands.- The first thing they did after noving was to plant a garden. Their

oldest daughter used to relatean inciclent of interest in connection with

their first planting. They had seeds that were very carefully guaided since

no more were available if they shoulci be destroyed. One day as they were

working at the planting of the garden, James asked Martha to to to the house,

which at this early stage of their settlement was only a dug-out, and bring

the cucumber seeds which they had left in a saucer on the tab1e. As Martha

entered the room she noted a black hen they had acquired was on the table

eating the cucumber seeds. There was only one or two of them remaining.

She tearfully told her father what had happened and he ordered her to catch

the black hen immedLately. tte then kil1ed her and recovered the precious

seeds from her crop, r*hich when planted yielcled a bounteous crop of cucunbers.

James and Harriet had three more chilclren born to them wh11e they lived

in Lake View. Elnora was born in 1860, Charles Edward in 1863 and John Riggs

in 1864

From Lake View J&mes and Harriet moved to Malad, Idaho where a daughter,

Laura Catherine, was born in t867. The family moved from lulalad to Columbus,

Nebraska where two more chilclren were born. Harriet (Elizabeth) was born

in 1870 and Lucy Elizabeth was born in 1871. James and his family returned

to their home in Lake View in 1872. Martha Ann and James llenry did not go

with their parents to Nebra.ska.

James was five feet six inches ta11. Fle weighed one hundred seventy

pounds, He had blue eyes and reddish-brown hair. During his lifetime he



enj oyecl goocl health. 7

James clinger died september 6, 1BB4 in Pleasant Grove, utah' Lle was

buried in the provo City Cemetery. Llis wife, llarriet, died June 22, 1BB3 i-n

Lake View and was also buried in the Provo City Cemetery'
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